
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
       
2530 Harbour Dr., Harbour Heights, FL 33983 Phone 941-629-2313                      May 2020

VISION:  The Board of Directors of the HHCA envision a community that offers an inspiring lifestyle and quality
of life and is a desirable place to live and enjoy the benefits of family, friends and community.
MISSION: Our mission is to enhance and preserve the quality of life and sense of community through effective
and efficient management of the association and to support initiatives that benefit the greater good of the
community.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

         FROM THE PRESIDENT        

It’s been very quiet with this shut down! We will need to put some volunteers together
to clean the hall before we open back up.  Hard to believe how dirty it gets just sitting
there!  I don’t think we will be having any meetings in May till things open up in the
county.  We have taken a big hit on income and are going to have to watch our spending
until we get income coming in.  I hope everyone is weathering this shut down! We are
getting some rentals starting in June. We will post the clean up date when we know we
are going to open up.  Keep your fingers crossed that it will be soon!  Everyone please
stay safe!                                                                                   Jim McBride, President

********************************************************************************************

  EASTER SUNDAY THANK YOU FOR THOSE WORKING TO KEEP US SAFE!
The Harbour Heights Civic Assoc and the Harbour Heights Yacht Club thought it would be
nice to do something special on Easter  since we are still in quarantine.  So, on Easter
Sunday April 12 2020 at 12 o’clock noon, many of us went outside to honor those whoth 

have fallen in this pandemic and to give a rousing round of applause in appreciation for
our police officers, fire fighters. EMS workers, Doctors, Nurses, Health Care Professionals,
Service Workers, Public Workers, Truck Drivers, Grocery workers, and everyone  else  who
every day risk their lives to keep our families safe.  Bells were rung, whistles blown, and
horns honked.  In case you didn’t see it..we had a modern fire truck from the fire station
and an old fire truck as well as a trike motorcycle with Santa. They  circulated  Harbour
Heights  with bells, whistles sirens  and horns   It got us all out of the house for a while and
able to give thanks to those who help keep us going every day during this pandemic.  We

will get through this together!
********************************************************************************************

TO NEW MEMBERS
Rick Kelley and Kim Lewis of Cardiff St.

TO RENEWING MEMBERS
Rocky Felker and Brenda Neuman of San Marco
Richard and Sandra Skinner of Triton Terrace
David and Denise Chiaradonna of Seafarer Dr
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RENTAL CORNER
Although our rental activity has been nil; with March and April producing nothing
other than cancellations and refunds. There are signs of recovery.  We have
expressed interest in scheduling another Health Screening Event in September. This
was a HUGE event this past year and we expect another record attendance this
September. Furthermore, very very slowly there is renewed interest in future rentals
for late Summer & Early Fall.  Very good signs indeed. And I’m sure your Board of
Director’s will actively pursue every opportunity for recovery of lost rental funds via eligible government
programs. Stayed tuned for a very inspiring year about to Spring forward.                 Steve Holsinger, Rental Mgr  
********************************************************************************************

DO YOU HAVE HAND SANITIZER?  It’s easy to make...1/4 cup aloe vera gel and 3/4 cup rubbing
alcohol (70%) and, if desired, ten drops of essential oil for fragrance!  Mix well! 
*************************************************************************************

HARBOUR HEIGHTS HISTORY PART VI
In the late 1950's the Harbour Heights subdivision was designated.  A long time resident of Charlotte County, Paul
DeGaeta, moved here with his family in 1958 when he was about four years old.  His family purchased a home on
Dover Drive where he grew up.  At the time his family moved here there were only twelve thousand people in the
whole of Charlotte County.  In 2019 there were just under two hundred thousand people living here in the county. 
As originally planned Harbour Heights was to have encompassed twenty (20) miles of canals and if completed as
projected would have rivaled Punta Gorda Isles!  

When Paul was growing up this was an idyllic place to be.  The development company would fly folks in by plane
using what is now Discovery Drive as a landing strip.  Folks would be put up in the modern air conditioned
Sunnybrook Motel and in the ‘Grand Villas’...the triplexes on Sunnybrook Road.  There would be helicopter rides
to show folks the area by air and they even brought in an elephant to give rides to the kids.  They held tarpon
fishing tournaments right here, not in Boca Grande, in both 1960 and 1961.  There was a film made about Harbour
Heights that was shown in movie theaters all across the USA.  

Harbour Heights was the place to be with an Olympic size swimming pool (which the county filled in around 1994
stating it was too expensive to repair), tennis courts, shuffleboard courts, a club house with a game room and
dining facility, pool tables and stunning views of the river.  There was a small market and a restaurant in Harbour
Heights as well and at one time our own post office!  All in all a wonderful place to live.

Growing up in Harbour Heights was a paradise for a child.  Paul says that “as a child I ruled the river.”  We had a
little fiberglass boat and I would go out fishing and swimming from it.”  Folks would also swim in the canals.  The
water was so clear then that you could see the sting rays swimming by and the sea grasses waving in the water right
off the canals.  One of Paul DeGaeta’s neighbors on the river caught a 36 pound snook on 3 pound test line right
here!  The river abounded with tarpon, snook, grouper, mackerel, mangrove snapper, channel bass, sea trout,
dolphin, crabs and even sea horses!  There were baby alligators in the canals and 6-7 foot alligators in the river. 
This area was definitely a rookery for gators.  People from New York and other places north had no idea about
alligators and would feed them marshmallows, etc. and made them not afraid of humans.  A very dangerous thing
to do!  As well as all of the fish and other wildlife, the area teemed with birds of all kinds.

In the early 1960's two things happened that stunted the growth of Harbour Heights for years to come.  The first
was when the local manager embezzled clients purchase money and went to prison for it.  The second was when
Hurricane Donna struck in September of 1960 which at that time was the 5  strongest hurricane of record to hit theth

United States causing 50 deaths and 387 million dollars in property damages which affected over 50 million
people.  In Harbour Heights most houses didn’t have roofs and there was flooding in the area.  The State brought in
the National Guard to patrol the area in order to prevent looting.  (Shades of Hurricane Charley!)  This major storm
really set the area back for years!  
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ORIGINAL CANAL PLAN FOR HARBOUR HEIGHTS
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                 Another Housing Crash amid Coronavirus Pandemic?
The main question I am getting is, “Will there be another housing crash similar to 2008”?
In my professional opinion the answer is NO. 
There are many reasons indicating the real estate market is nothing like 2008. Here are five reasons that show
the dramatic differences.

      1.  Mortgage standards are nothing like they were back then. During the Housing Bubble, it was not difficult to
get a mortgage. Today, it is tough to qualify. The reason is the Mortgage Credit Availability Index. This index
was created because of the “bubble”. In short, the higher the index rating, the easier it is to get a mortgage.
Today’s regulations keep the index low, and today it is lower than ever making it difficult for the consumer to
qualify for a home mortgage.

      2.  Prices are NOT soaring out of control. Though price appreciation has been quite strong recently, it is
nowhere near the rise in prices that preceded the crash. Normal appreciation is 3.6%, today we are in the 4.5%
bracket.

      3.  We do not have a surplus of homes on the market, we have a shortage. Our area today has about a 3.5
month supply of inventory available for sale.

      4.  Houses became too expensive to buy. Fourteen years ago, prices were high, wages were low, and mortgage
rates were over 6%. Today, prices are still high, wages have increased, and mortgage rates are about 3.5%.
That means that the average Family pays less of their monthly income toward their mortgage than they did
back then.

      5.  People are equity rich, not tapped out. Leading up to the 2008 bubble, homeowners used their homes as a
personal ATM machine. Many took the equity and paid the price during the crash. Since the crash
homeowners have cashed out $500 Billion dollars less than before, and because of rising values over the last
few years, 50% 0f the homes in the Country have greater than 50% equity.
Bottom line, stay the course and don’t panic. If you would like to discuss any of this article please give me a
call.                                                                                     Steve Vieira, Coldwell Banker Realty (941) 258-2891.
********************************************************************************************

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE...LOOK FOR AN EMAIL IF YOU

HAVEN’T PAID FOR 2020 YET!


